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Santa Clarita Christian School 
 
 

COVID-19 Health and Safety  
Opening and Operational Procedures 

 
 
Dear SCCS Family and Community,  
 
Proverbs 21:31 tells us that, “The horse is prepared for the day of battle, but victory 
belongs to the Lord.” This verse testifies to God’s sovereignty over victory, but also 
speaks of His power and authority over health, healing, life, death, and all things. In 
addition, this verse reminds us to be faithful and diligent to prepare while still trusting 
God for the provision, protection, and results. With this in mind, Santa Clarita Christian 
School has been preparing for on-campus, in-person instruction for several months and 
we are excited for the soon return of students to campus! In order for this prayer and 
hope to be realized, our campus and our community must implement specific safety 
precautions in accordance with local, state, and federal requirements.  
 
Therefore, the following guidelines are intended to inform our community on how each 
of us can take part in making this a successful launch. Please read the below protocols 
carefully and reach out with any questions or concerns about any of the details. Our 
desire is for everyone to be on the ‘same page’ with the when and how of returning to 
on-campus learning, while also being unified in our complete trust in God’s sovereign 
care. This will require both diligence and grace—two things that a Christian community 
ought to be known for, and the SCCS family has demonstrated time and again.  
 
While we have sought to develop and present a comprehensive plan with the requested 
and needed guidelines and protocols, it must also be mentioned that these details are 
subject to change as legal mandates and local situations constantly change. Thus, the 
SCCS family must strive to work together for an effective implementation. That said, it is 
also our aim that the following details will allow each of us the clarity we need for what is 
required, as well as the flexibility we need in our adoption of recommendations.  
 
Please keep our country, our community, and one another in prayer as we seek to 
move forward in delivering an excellent Christian education in a safe and flourishing 
environment—in person!!! 
 
For Him, 
  
Dr. Mark Wilson | Administrator 
Santa Clarita Christian School 
“All things are possible with God.” – Mark 10:27 

http://www.sccs.cc/
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STEP ONE: FACILITY PREPARATION & CLEANING 
 
To prepare our campus for the return of students as soon as possible, the following measures 
have been put into place: 
 
Hand-washing/sanitizing stations - Each classroom and campus office is equipped with a hand-
sanitizing station for regular use by staff, students, and campus guests to sanitize their hands 
when entering a room on campus. In addition, we have installed two additional hand washing 
stations so that every floor of every building has easy access for hand-washing. 
 
Facility cleaning - Teachers will be equipped and responsible for sanitizing desks during the 
school day during scheduled breaking points (recess, lunch). Additional facility cleaning will take 
place every evening for sanitization of each classroom, office, and common area. 
 
Water fountains - Shared water fountains will only be available during specific times. Staff and 
students should plan to bring personal refillable water bottles. 
 
Walkways - Where appropriate, signs will be installed directing students and guests as to 
specific traffic patterns on campus. 
 
 
STEP TWO: CAMPUSWIDE HYGIENE PROTOCOLS 
 
Our goal is to provide a safe and healthy learning environment. Thus, we will follow the 
guidance of state and local agencies to enact measures which will prevent and slow the 
spread of COVID-19. These measures include: 
 
Frequent hand washing - Teachers will instruct and encourage younger students on proper 
handwashing, including the use of soap and water for at least 20 seconds. Students will be 
encouraged to wash their hands throughout the day, especially before and after recesses. 
 
Staggered dismissal times - To avoid overcrowding at handwashing stations and other areas, 
dismissal times for lunch and break are staggered. 
 
Hand sanitizing - Upon entry and exit of each classroom, students are encouraged to make use 
of hand sanitizing stations. 
 
Limit shared materials - In classrooms, teachers will limit the sharing of objects and supplies. 
Students will need to have their own classroom supplies, such as crayons, pens, pencils, 
markers, scissors, etc. 
 
Altered schedules - Schedules may be altered to allow for more social distancing. 



9/9/2020 - MMW 

 
Temperature check & wellness screening - Each staff member, student, and campus visitor will 
be given a non-contact temperature check and a visual wellness check. Students and parents 
awaiting screening must wear face coverings and not crowd the front office during busy times. 
 
Notice & Release - Prior to students coming on campus for the first day of school, parents will 
need to sign the “COVID-19 Notice and Release Form” assuring the school that they will keep 
children home when they demonstrate certain identified symptoms as well as acknowledge the 
risk associated with COVID-19. The symptoms that may require removal from campus are: 

-Fever above 100.4 F or chills 
-Persistent cough 
-Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 
-Fatigue 
-Muscle or body aches 
-Headache 
-Loss of taste or smell 
-Sore throat 
-Congestion or runny nose 
-Nausea or vomiting 
-Diarrhea 

 
Protocol for failed tests - Any student, employee or volunteer who does not pass an initial 
screening test will be given a secondary screening by the school nurse or other trained 
personnel. Anyone with a fever of 100.4 or higher, a persistent cough or other COVID-19 
symptoms will be asked to stay home until symptom-free for 24 hours. 
 
Guests – At this time access to campus will be limited to essential school volunteers (i.e. 
classroom, recess, or campus volunteers), who will be subject to temperature checks and 
wellness screenings, as well as required to wear facial coverings when required on campus. 
 

 
STEP THREE: ENTRY TO CAMPUS 
 
In an effort to maintain a safe and healthy environment, the following measures are adopted 
to ensure the wellness of all persons and proactively limit risk of exposure: 
 
Hot Lunch - Hot Lunch will not be immediately available for purchase on campus. It is our hope 
that lunch operations will return soon, but the potential for students needing to bring lunch 
through the duration of this school year is possible.  
 
Campus-specific plans - We will utilize various physical distancing plans, including in-classroom 
lunch periods, as well as chapel and assembly events. 
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Off-campus lunches – Students are prohibited from going off-campus for lunch. They must 
bring their lunch or have it delivered to the front office until the Lunch Room reopens. 
 
Face coverings - Students will not be required to wear face coverings during lunch, recesses, or 
while in their classroom. However, when student populations mix, masks are required (i.e. 
grade levels mixed in one room). 
 
Play - Students will be allowed to enjoy the use of playground equipment, toys and balls, which 
will be regularly disinfected. Hand-sanitizing will be required at the conclusion of recess. 
 
 

STEP FOUR: STUDENT LEARNING & STUDENT LIFE 
 
At the heart of any school and discipleship program is the dynamic interaction that occurs 
between students and teachers. To balance the effective learning, interaction, and safety for 
every student during this time, the following measures will be taken: 
 
Set-up - Each classroom and learning space will be configured to ensure maximum physical 
distancing according to the number of students and square footage of the classroom. 
 
Chapel - As gathering together with large groups is difficult, corporate worship on campus will 
take the form of small group sessions, outdoor chapels, and classroom worship experiences 
including or following the ongoing virtual chapel delivery. 
 
 

STEP FIVE: FACE COVERINGS 
 
Teacher guidelines - Teachers will be given specific guidelines regarding distancing and safety 
protocols for when students will be required to wear face coverings. 
 
Masks - Students will be given guidance on the proper use of masks. In addition, similar to dress 
code guidelines, masks must be solid colors or patterns. No images or messages. 
 
Teachers - Teachers will wear masks or shields whenever distancing is not possible. 
 
Lunch and recess - Face coverings will not be required during lunch or recess. 
 
Differences of opinion - The issue of face coverings and masks can be divisive for a community. 
We hope that the above guidelines allow for a safe experience of teaching and learning and 
that all members of our community will respect others on this matter and act accordingly.  
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STEP SIX: POSITIVE TEST PROTOCOLS 
 
If a staff member or student tests positive for COVID-19, the following steps will be taken: 
 
Off campus - Any person testing positive for COVID-19 will be required to quarantine at home 
for at least ten days (as determined by local health officials) and have a negative test at the end 
of that period, indicating that the student or staff member is able to return to campus. 
 
Quarantines and siblings - Family members (siblings, parents, children) of those who test 
positive for COVID-19 will be asked to self-quarantine and monitor themselves for possible 
symptoms. 
 
Privacy - The privacy of all persons who test positive for the virus will be maintained in 
accordance with Federal Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) requirements. 
 
Contact tracing - Any person in close proximity to someone who has tested positive for COVID-
19 will be notified of possible exposure and instructed to self-monitor for symptoms. 
 
Possible closure - A positive test may result in a class and/or campus closure up to five days in 
length, allowing health officials to determine the actual impact/exposure. Closure is not at the 
sole discretion of our administration but will be enacted in cooperation with local health 
officials (Los Angeles County Department of Health). The breadth (number of students) and 
length (number of days) of closures will depend on the safety measures that were in place at 
the time of the transmission of the virus as well as the social interaction that took place 
between the positive student and others. 
 
Virtual Learning during closure - In the event of an outbreak of COVID-19 cases we will follow 
CDC guidelines for a short-term (2-5 day) closure of campus and transition back to a virtual 
learning model. 
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COVID-19 NOTICE AND RELEASE FORM 

 
Santa Clarita Christian School (“SCCS”) is hereby providing notice to me/us that it 
currently intends to open its educational and school program for the 2020-21 school 
year.  I/we understand that “SCCS” cannot protect my child/student and/or me from 
risks which may be encountered as a result of my child attending “SCCS”. I/we realize 
there are natural, mechanical, and environmental conditions and hazards which 
independently or in combination with any activities engaged in while participating in this 
program may result in the exposure to certain risks including exposure to coronavirus 
(COVID-19), or other biological agents, virus or similar bacteriological agents, and the 
risk of illness that may result in medical care, hospitalization or death.    
  
I/we hereby state that I, on behalf of my child/student and myself, am an adult, over the 
age of 18, and legally competent to sign this form. I/we understand these inherent risks 
and dangers involved with participation in the school providing its educational program 
and acknowledge the existence of risks which are not obvious or predictable, and 
hereby intend this release to extend to injury or loss which results from both obvious or 
predictable risks, as well as risks that are unpredictable and not obvious and to extend 
to myself and my child/student, as applicable. 
  
In consideration of myself and my/our child/student participating Santa Clarita Christian 
School’s educational and school program,  I/we, and any legal representatives, heirs 
and assigns, hereby release, waive, and discharge Santa Clarita Christian School, its 
officers, directors, employees, agents, and representatives from any and all liability for 
any and all loss or damage, and any claim or damages resulting therefrom, on account 
of any injury, illness or exposure to and/or contracting the corona virus (COVID-19) or 
other biological agents, virus or similar bacteriological agent by me or my/our 
child/student’s attendance at and participation Santa Clarita Christian School’s 
educational program, including any medical expenses, injury and/or death. 
  
I/we agree to indemnify Santa Clarita Christian School, its officers, directors, 
employees, agents, and representatives from any loss, liability, damage, or cost that 
may be incurred due to my child/student’s participation in the aforementioned program, 
whether caused by negligence of Santa Clarita Christian School, or otherwise. I fully 
understand, on my own behalf and on behalf of my child/student the risks associated 
with the aforementioned participation and assume any risk associated therewith. 
  
This notice, release and indemnity agreement contains the entire agreement between 
and among the parties hereto, and the terms of this release are contractual and not a 
mere recital. 
  
The parties to this agreement hereby agree that the interpretation and enforceability of 
this release shall be governed by the laws of the State of California 
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I /we expressly agree that this release, waiver, and indemnity agreement is intended to 
be as broad and inclusive as permitted by applicable laws, and that if any portion 
thereof is held invalid, it is agreed that the balance shall, notwithstanding, continue in 
full legal force and effect. 
  
I/we understand that by signing this agreement I am giving up on behalf of my 
child/student and myself certain legal rights and remedies including the right for my 
child/student and/or myself to recover damages in the event of death, personal and/or 
bodily injury of any kind, property loss or damage, expenses of any nature whatsoever 
including attorney's fees, and other losses that my student(s) or that I may sustain in 
association with my child’s participation in the Santa Clarita Christian School’s 
educational program. 
  
I/WE  HAVE CAREFULLY READ THE FOREGOING RELEASE AND KNOW AND 
UNDERSTAND THE CONTENTS THEREOF. I/WE SIGN THIS RELEASE 
VOLUNTARILY AS MY OWN FREE ACT WITH FULL KNOWLEDGE OF 
ITS SIGNIFICANCE, INTENDING TO BE LEGALLY BOUND THEREBY. 
  
  
Please print child(ren)’s name(s): 
 
 

1. _______________________________ 

2. _______________________________ 

3. _______________________________ 

4. _______________________________ 

5. _______________________________ 

6. _______________________________ 

 
Signatures: 
 
Parent/Guardian__________________________            Date_________________ 
  
Parent/Guardian__________________________            Date_________________ 
 


